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President’s Column 
My first presidential column in 2007 laid out 
several goals and initiatives to be accomplished 
during my term:  respond to membership interest 
in off-site conference locales; improve conference 
registration and enhance communication through 
online event registration and data management; 
and continue to enhance student’s experience at 
the meetings.  I’ve been fortunate during my 
presidency to work with a talented group of 
individuals who make up the CGS Board, 20 
volunteers who give their time at the annual 
conference and throughout the year to follow 
through with member’s requests and the 
necessary changes to policies and practices those 
requests entail.  During last fall’s board meeting 
two initiatives demanded our attention--transfer to 
online registration and review of student award 
guidelines.  I’m pleased to announce that CGS will 
be moving to an online registration format for 
the Santa Ynez conference, available on the 
CGS website in early March.  John Aubert (CGS 
President 2006-08) first initiated the research into 
online registration and after considerable 
discussion and review of our options last fall, the 
Board chose to create our own online registration 
site.  Steve Graves who serves as the CGS 
webmaster devoted countless hours to creating 
and fine-tuning the online registration form.  His 
efforts saved the organization thousands of dollars  

(Continued on page 4) 

CGS 
BULLETIN 

 

IN
 T

H
IS

 I
S

S
U

E
 

A Student’s Developing Perspective on 
Nature  
By Michael Commons (2008 Geosystems Award Winner) 
CSU, Chico 
 

I step around a corner on a narrow trail that winds through the mixed 
conifer forest of Whiskeytown National Recreation Area (a National 
Park Service site) and spot what is an obstacle for most hikers.  A 
large ponderosa pine has been blown over in a windstorm.  By the 
looks of the brown needles clinging to the branches, it must have hap-
pened several months ago.  The trunk is split half way up, where the 
impact of hitting the ground caused it to splinter like a twig.  In most 
cases this encounter would 
simply mean climbing up and 
over the trunk of the tree, but 
in my case it meant something 
entirely different.   
 

When this ponderosa pine fell, 
its roots were wrenched from 
the ground, exposing layers of 
soil that had long been hidden 
from the open skies.  I was 
surveying the park for infesta-
tions of Centaurea solstitialis 
(better known as yellow 
starthistle).  Like many non-
native invasive plants, yellow 
starthistle prospers in these 
conditions.  The subterranean 
soil that recently moved to the 
surface is a hotbed for germi-
nating seeds.  Given that 
much of this soil came from 
beneath a large tree bole, 
there may not be a viable seedbed of native species to compete with 
any intruders.   
 

Yellow starthistle has long spines radiating from the flower that can 
attach to animals, shoes, bicycles or even trail maintenance equip-
ment, so with the soil freshly exposed and hikers climbing over the 
trunk, there is potential for a new infestation to propagate.  I search 
around the area, ready with my GPS and data sheets.  In a moment of 
bittersweet success, I spot one small yellow starthistle rising from the 
ground, triumphantly staking its new place in the world.  After dissolv-
ing its triumph with a quick tug from the ground, I mark the spot in my 

(Continued on page 6) 
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2009 Presidential Plenary: Bill Crowley 
 

Professor Emeritus Bill Crowley retired from Sonoma State University in May 
2007.  His research and publication record mainly focused on Latin America and 
on wine (sometimes combining the two), but also included a look at the origins 
and spread of the Old Order Amish.  His works are cited in textbooks on Cultural, 
Urban, Latin American, Wine, and World Regional Geography and on Cartogra-
phy.  He served as a Fulbright Lecturer for a year in Mexico and spent a sabbati-
cal in France researching changes in the French wine industry.  He has also 
served as a consultant for those trying to establish or alter boundaries for United 
States wine districts (American Viticultural Areas), including the Russian River 
Valley within the last year.  He is a past board member and secretary/treasurer of 
the California Council for Geographic Education (the previous name for the Cali-
fornia Geographical Society), past president of the Association of Pacific Coast 
Geographers, and served a term on the council of the Association of American 
Geographers. 
 

Wine Geography 
 

Not everyone, even in California or France, has an interest in wine.  The world of 
wine, like all worlds, has its own arcane language, apostles, critics and scholars, 
but this presentation will seek to avoid “wine talk” while demonstrating the utility 
of wine industry study for geography.  What makes wine so appropriate for atten-
tion by geographers is its attachment to place and the concern for establishing 
boundaries for named producing areas.  I see it as the perfect place/space, hu-
man-physical environment nexus for geographic inquiry.  And it is one of those 
rare arenas where everyone 
understands that “geography” 
counts.  No explanation re-
quired.  So successful has the 
wine industry been at estab-
lishing the place/region-quality 
connection that cheese, cof-
fee, chocolate and other prod-
ucts now strive for that same 
connection.  My view is that 
that phenomenon cannot be 
anything but good for geogra-
phers and geography.  I will 
offer some examples from my 
own work as fodder for con-
tinuing exploration of the wine-
geography link. Bill Crowley leading an AAG fieldtrip in 2007 

In Memoriam: Gail Hobbs 
 
Dedicated geographer and professor, Gail Hobbs, passed away on Feb 8, 2009 
after a short battle with cancer.  For 22 years, she worked at Pierce College in  
Woodland Hills where she was instrumental in establishing a successful GIS 
program and was always known for her enthusiasm for geographic education.  
Throughout the years, she was actively involved in the CGS, AAG and NCGE.  
As the organizer for this year’s CGS conference in Santa Ynez, the CGS will 
dedicate the conference in her honor.    
 
Through the Pierce College Foundation, a scholarship 
has been created in Gail’s honor.   
To contribute send a check to:    
 
The Foundation for Pierce College  
Gail Hobbs Scholarship Fund  
6201 Winnetka Avenue  
Woodland Hills, CA 91371 
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CSU, Fullerton’s New Research Labs 
and Opportunities for Incoming 
Graduate Students 

By Robert Voeks 
 

The Geography Department at California State University, 
Fullerton is making a major commitment to enhancing their 
remote sensing educational and research capabilities. This 
effort was initially spurred two years ago through the 
successful procurement of a $750,000 NASA Federal 
Earmark (Robert Voeks and Jonathan Taylor, co-PIs). 
Combined with $300,000 support from the university, we 
inaugurated the new Center for Remote Sensing & 
Environmental Analysis last fall. The Center includes a 
dedicated 17-workstation remote sensing teaching lab, as 
well as 4 high-end workstations in the research lab.   The 

Department also added the Spatial Epidemiology and 
Ecology Research Laboratory (SEER Lab), which specializes 
in spatial and temporal analysis of diseases and public health 
issues.  
 

Two new faculty members are spearheading these efforts. 
Jason Blackburn (PhD-Louisiana State University) offers 
courses on medical geography and spatial ecological 
modeling. His current research focuses on geospatial 
analysis of anthrax and Chagas disease (see photo). He also 
investigates the migratory behavior of sharks. Jindong Wu 
(PhD-University of Minnesota) offers courses on 
environmental remote sensing, digital image processing, and 
land cover analysis.  His research concentrates on 
environmental remote sensing, analysis of urban vegetation 
change and carbon sequestration using high-resolution 
satellite images. In addition, Robert Voeks is carrying out a 
remote sensing project measuring change in burn coverage 
and fire frequency in a Brazilian national park and Jonathan 

 

ATTENTION STUDENTS 
 

Don’t forget! 

April 4th  
 

is the deadline for paper and poster 

abstracts as well as scholarship     
applications. 

For more information 

go to www.calgeog.org 

Taylor is investigating glacial retreat in the Kingdom of 
Bhutan using satellite imagery. 
 

The Geography Department anticipates funding for Graduate 
Assistants on these and related projects in the coming years. 
Interested students with a BA or BS in Geography or a 
cognate discipline should contact Jonathan Taylor 
(jstaylor@fullerton.edu), the graduate advisor, Robert Voeks 
(rvoeks@fullerton.edu), Director of the Center for Remote 
Sensing, or Jason Blackburn (jablackburn@fullerton.edu), 
Director of the SEER Lab, to discuss funding opportunities.   

Field work in southern Texas. Graduate student Kim 
Pham, a rancher, and a deer skull collected near a 

pothole. Deer bones and skulls are collected, plotted 
with a GPS, and analyzed later for evidence of    

anthrax infection.  

CGS Annual Conference Raffle:  
We need your help! 
 

At the conference banquet, the CGS will be raffling off 

gift baskets and other unique items that showcase at-

tendees' campus or region of California. Funds raised 

during the raffle are applied toward student scholar-

ships and travel awards. Besides being lots of fun (you 

had to be there!) the generosity of our members made 

last year's raffle very successful -- we raised almost five 

hundred dollars for 

student awards. 

Please consider 

donating a gift or 

item from your part 

of California to 

support this very 

important cause. 

CGS volunteers 

will be at the con-

ference registra-

tion table Friday and Saturday to collect donations.  

Please contact either of the student representatives 

(Alison McNally at alisonmcnally@gmail.com or Zia 

Salim at zsalim@mail.sdsu.edu) for more information. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

2009 Conference registration for Santa Ynez will 

be available EXCLUSIVELY ONLINE at 

www.calgeog.org in early March. 
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Presidents Column (Continued from page 1) 

 

in set-up and maintenance fees associated with commercial 
online entities…way to go Steve!  While there is anxiety in 
making such a significant change to time-tested registration 
procedures, we believe that the transition to an online format 
is beneficial to the overall health of the organization.  Online 
registration will reduce costly mailings and printings, will 
replace laborious hand counts with real-time record keeping, 
is environmentally friendly, and it gives the organization an 
updated, professional appearance.  Most importantly, the 
time savings will allow local conference organizers and the 
CGS Board more time to focus on other important duties.  It 
also makes hosting a conference more appealing since local 
organizers will no longer be responsible for registration and 
record keeping before and after the meeting.  You will also 
see new changes in procedures and policies associated with 
student awards.  This fall, CGS Board Member Joy Adams 
headed a student awards committee to clarify and update 
student awards procedures.  The overall goal is to support 
student interest and to foster collegiality among student 
conference participants.  Please refer to the “Call for 
Abstracts” and “Student Award Guidelines” on the CGS 
website for further details. 
 

Conference Update 
 

The CGS has never held a meeting in Santa Ynez before 
and there are many wonderful activities and highlights that 
will make this year’s conference unique.  This year’s field 
trips include a tour of the cultural and historical resources of 
the region featuring the development of the Danish colony of 
Solvang, Mattei’s Tavern, Cold Springs Stagecoach stop and 
more.  Water resources and Conservation in Santa Barbara 
County is the theme of a tour led by longtime CGS enthusiast 
Gary Rees.  Wine aficionados will enjoy a tour of select 
wineries along the Foxen Canyon Trail and bicycle buffs can 
take on the back roads with tour leaders Bob Voeks and 
John Carroll.  We also managed to cajole Professor Bill 
Crowley out of retirement to deliver the Presidential Plenary 
Presentation. 
 

Like many of you, we were shocked and saddened to learn 
that Gail Hobbs of Pierce College passed away on February 
8th after a brief battle with cancer.  This year’s Santa Ynez 
conference will be very special and fondly remembered for 
Gail’s enthusiasm for the region, her spearheading and 
planning of the conference, and her many contributions to 
CGS.  Our gathering in Santa Ynez will honor Gail’s memory 
and be a fitting tribute to her legacy in the geographic 
community. 
 

I look forward to seeing you there. 
Jennifer Helzer - President 

No paper registration packets will 

be delivered this year.  All registra-

tion material will be online at 

www.calgeog.org 

GREEN TIPS 
 

Do you know that CD’s, DVS’s, ten-
nis shoes, wine corks, batteries and 
even plastic gift cards can be recy-
cled?  Here is a list of places to re-
cycle those “different” recyclables. 
 

• www.greendisk.com 
       Recycle computer related waste such as 
 CD’s, DVD’s, cords, mice and cell phones.   
 Use your own box and they will recycle up 
 to 20 lbs for $6.95.  
 

• www.batteryrecycling.com 
 In case you do not have access to a recy-
 cling program at your school or in your 
 neighborhood, this is an option. 
 

• www.patagonia.com 
 For information on how your can recycle 
 your Patagonia clothing go to the web 
 “environmentalism” section and look for 
 “Common Threads Garment Recycling”. 
 

• www.nikereuseashoe.com 
 Turn old tennis shoes into athletic surfaces. 
 

• www.terracycle.net 
 To recycle wine corks, drink pouches, 
 cookie wrapper, energy bar wrappers and 
 yogurt containers. 
 

• www.valutec.net 
 Send a bunch of old gift cards to: 
 Valutec Card Solutions 
 113 Seaboard Lane, Suite A-200 
 Franklin, TN 37067 
 Attn: EnviroCard 
 

• www.recycline.com 
 For more information on how to recycle cer-
 tain plastics which most communities do not 
 recycle as well as Brita Filters. 
 

Here are a few ways we can help reduce our foot-
print on the planet.  But, most importantly, SHARE 
THESE IDEAS WITH YOUR STUDENTS!  Think 
about how many young people we have access to 
as a group!  California Geographers will continue 
to have a huge impact on our students and the 
way they see their environment.  
  



Santa Ynez Valley Union High School in the beautiful Santa 

Ynez Valley, heart of Santa Barbara’s wine country, will play 

host to the California Geographical Society’s 63rd Annual 

Conference.  We cordially invite you to attend!   

 

2009 Annual CGS Conference 

May 1-3, 2009 

For more information go to 
www.calgeog.org  

 

This year will be another wonderful conference 
and the setting could not be any more beautiful 
and relaxing.  As usual there will be amazing 

fieldtrips, enlightening paper presentations and 
old friends to spend the weekend with. 

IMPORTANT REGISTRATION INFO: 
 

To register for the conference and field-
trips go to www.calgeog.org.  In an ef-
fort to be more efficient and to reduce 

paper usage, all registration will be 
online! 

Fieldtrips and Highlights: 
• Solvang 
• Mattei’s Tavern 
• Santa Barbara Botani-

cal Gardens 
• Wine Tours 
• Lake Cachuma 
• Cold Springs Stage-

coach 
• Bike Tour 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Holiday Inn Express in Solvang, CA 

Call 805-688-2018 to reserve your room.  They 
are holding a block of rooms until March 17th, so 

call right away!  

You will also find more accommodation options on 
the CGS web site. 
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GPS.  I then collect pertinent data such as the slope, aspect 
and surrounding vegetation cover.  I continue to survey the 
area, knowing that often when there is one, there are more.  I 
don’t find anymore until I venture down the trail another mile.  
It seems that yellow starthistle is exerting its power to spread 
and conquer. 
 

Yellow starthistle may be the most infamous invasive plant in 
California. Anyone that has encountered it while walking 
through a meadow has likely grown to despise its spiny nui-
sance.  Besides being a bothersome plant for us humans, it 
is one of the many herbaceous species that have invaded 
California’s native grasslands.  Its high water consumption 
quickly displaces many perennial herbs, creating a monocul-
ture—the antithesis of biodiversity.  Furthermore, few ani-
mals would ever find those spines appetizing.  Under the 
guidance of the National Park Service Organic Act, all non-
native species existing within a park boundary should be 
evaluated and managed for the goal of eradication.  The first 
step in accomplishing this ambitious goal is to quantify the 
spatial distribution of the species.  Whiskeytown N.R.A. man-
ages 42,500 acres, the entirety of which could never be sur-
veyed for infestations.  To alleviate this dilemma, I limited the 
survey to areas that had the potential for infestation.  Inva-
sive plants are known to infest areas of recurring multifac-
eted disturbance.  However the seeds must also be provided 
through some type of vector.  The most common vectors are 
roads, trails and fuelbreaks.  Additionally, annual herbaceous 
invasive plant species (such as yellow starthistle) are de-
pendent on open canopies to grow in full sunlight.  Using 
these constraints, I hiked 150 miles of roads, trails and fuel-
breaks, and identified 269 populations in a total of 127 acres 
of infestation.  Although the National Park Service and Cali-
fornia State University, Chico, were able to support this pro-
ject, many land managers are not as fortunate because of 
limited funding.  The purpose of my research was not only to 
provide a spatial distribution of yellow starthistle to Whiskey-
town N.R.A., but to develop a prediction model that could be 
used by other land managers to quickly and appropriately 
reduce the survey area.  This allows for a more efficient 
search, saving time and resources for other necessary work, 
such as eradicating the species. 
 

When developing the prediction model, I was driven by a 
statement made by Albert Einstein: “One thing I have learned 
in a long life: All our science, measured against reality, is 
primitive and childlike - and yet it is the most precious thing 
we have.”  I knew that I could never create a model that was 
sufficiently complex to represent the trueness of the world, 
but I hoped for something useful.  This I did accomplish; and 
I continue to increase its utility by refining minute details 
within the model. 
 

Before entering the Geography and Planning Department at 
CSU, Chico, I spent six years working for the National Park 
Service.  Much of that time was spent managing invasive 
plant programs and working on fire ecology, fuels manage-
ment and restoration projects.  When I began my work, my 
philosophies were simple.  I wanted to work for the National 
Park Service because I felt uplifted by the grandeur of land-
scapes that they preserved.  I wanted to spend my days 
working in a place that was so natural that I could forget all of 

the tribulations of human civilization and return to a time of 
natural holistic processes.  I thought nature and wilderness 
was the absence of humans.  I continued in this path for 
years, working, striving to succeed.  But no matter how far I 
hiked and crawled into the deepest brush away from any 
trail, I would see evidence of our human hand upon the land. 
 

I now realize that humans are unequivocally integrated in 
nature.  One of Henry David Thoreau’s most famous state-
ments is that "in Wildness is the preservation of the World.”  
He continues by saying “[t]he most alive is the wildest.  Not 
yet subdued to man, its presence refreshes him.”  In the 
United States we often confuse wildness with wilderness, 
which is defined as a place where humans visit but do not 
linger.  William Cronon’s essay The Trouble with Wilderness 
or, Getting Back to the Wrong Nature has cast light upon my 
emerging philosophy of nature, wilderness and environmen-
talism.  Humans are certainly not going to disappear from the 
landscape any time soon, and since even National Parks 
require intensive human management to “survive”, we should 
begin to consider our human landscapes as natural environ-
ments, capable of wildness.  My work managing invasive 
plants has collided strongly with this paradigm.  Are the ac-
tions of humans unnatural?  Can we rationalize this paradigm 
stress?  The answer to these questions is relative to the per-
ceptions of the viewer, and like every issue in geography, it is 
scale-dependent.  
 

My current graduate research has taken me into the realm of 
the Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) and fire management.  
WUI areas are a perfect example of the natural versus un-
natural paradigm.  They are the confluence of natural proc-
esses and human actions, often leading to culturally and 
ecologically disastrous effects.  WUI areas have increased 
risks to residents due to the potential for wildfire to destroy 
property and life.  However, it should also be considered that 
the urban influences also destroy the ability for natural proc-
esses to occur.  There is room for success when ecological 
needs and human needs can be joined into a coherent sys-
tem.  From a distance it is a simple thought—we should man-
age the forests in a way to create a situation resistant to high 
intensity fires.  This could include fuels reduction projects 
that incorporate chainsaws and chippers, or the use of pre-
scribed burning.  However, differing perceptions within a WUI 
community can interfere with the effective implementation of 
these tools.  Additionally, governing agencies may have dif-
ferent priorities that prevent them from being used.  Although 
some of the problems may result from current legal situa-
tions, much of it can be altered with a shift in perceptions of 
fire and humans within a single dynamic system.  My re-
search will support this need by quantifying perceptions, and 
comparing them to the implementation of policies, knowledge 
of fire ecology, risk assessment process and longevity of 
residence in the WUI area. 
 

Back in Whiskeytown, that fallen tree is not just a blockade of 
the trail but a natural disturbance utilizing human interactions 
with natural processes and contributing to an altered ecosys-
tem.  It could be the spread of yellow starthistle, or it could be 
the development of forested lands to create a volatile mix of 
WUI and wildfire.  As a part of the natural system, we can 
allow ecological processes to occur and as such we can con-
tribute to the health and resilience of the wildness that we 
love. 



Official 2009 CGS Election Ballot   
 

Option A:  Vote Online 
Before midnight on 04/24/2009, go to the CGS website (www.calgeog.org) and click on the “Elections” link.  You will be asked 

to enter the six character ballot code (example - 123ABC) provided on the CGS Bulletin mailing label.  If you cannot locate this 

code or have any problems voting online, please contact Craig Davis (davisca@scc.losrios.edu)  

Option B:  Vote by U.S. Mail 
Use this ballot to vote for your candidates. At the top of the ballot please print your ballot code (e.g., 123ABC) provided on the 

California Geographical Society Bulletin mailing label.  Without this code your ballot will not be counted.  Send the completed 

ballot to: 

Craig Davis - CGS Elections 

3835 Freeport Blvd. 

Sacramento, CA  95822 

   
Directions:  Please read each section of the ballot carefully.  When you are ready to cast your vote please check the box next to 

the candidate of your choosing. 

 

President – 2 year appointment (vote for one candidate) 
����  Robert Voeks - CSU Fullerton 
     BS, Portland State University; MS, Portland State University; PhD, UC Berkeley 

     I am very excited at the prospect of being elected President of the CGS. I've thoroughly enjoyed my two years as VP, assiduously studying 

President Helzer's every move, and I believe I'm prepared to pick up where she has left off. We have considerable challenges facing the Soci-

ety over the coming years, and I am committed to addressing them vigorously. Regarding my qualifications, I've served as the Chair of the 

CSU Fullerton Environmental Studies Master's Program for seven years, and an additional three years as Latin American Studies Coordinator. 

My teaching is focused on physical and environmental geography; my research concentrates on tropical ethnobotany and traditional healing 

systems, especially in Brazil and Borneo.  I've published a book on the diffusion of African diaspora ethnobotany to Brazil, and over 35 arti-

cles and book chapters, including in the Annals, Progress in Human Geography, the Geographical Review, Journal of Tropical Ecology, and 

others. I've received grants from NASA, NEH, NSF, NGS and Fulbright. I serve on several editorial boards, and I am currently the Editor-in-

Chief for the journal Economic Botany.  I humbly ask for your vote for President. 

 

� Write-In Candidate  

 

Vice-President – 2 year appointment (vote for one candidate) 
����   Steve Graves – CSU Northridge 
      BA, Ohio State University;  BSEd, Ohio University;  MA, Miami University;  PhD, University of Illinois 

   Steve Graves came to California State University, Northridge six years ago after five years in Louisiana.  Steve’s been on the CGS board 

almost since arriving, most of the time working as webmaster.  Steve did the tour of universities in Ohio (Ohio State, Ohio University, Miami 

University) before venturing to Illinois to get a Ph.D.  Recent publications include law pieces on payday lending and a chapter on rap music 

(what?).  At CSUN, Steve is a “utility infielder” teaching whatever he’s told to teach.  One horse, two kids, three dogs…no partridge, but a 

pear tree. 

 

� Write-In Candidate  
 
 

CGS Board of Directors – 3 year appointment (Vote for up to FOUR candidates) 
����   Scott Crosier – Cosumnes River College 
      BA, UC Santa Barbara; MA, UC Santa Barbara 

      Scott Crosier is a professor or Geography and GIS at Cosumnes River College in Sacramento. Before teaching full time, Scott worked at 

an engineering firm in Santa Barbara where he was the GIS manager, developing and maintaining GIS applications for a variety of clients and 

taught GIS on a part-time basis at Allan Hancock College in Santa Maria and Ventura College. Prior to this, Scott worked with ESRI in Red-

lands, developing a wide range of user’s manuals including Editing in ArcMap and Geocoding in ArcGIS.  

 

���� James Hayes – CSU Northridge 
     BA, Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis; MA, Indiana State University; PhD, University of Indiana 

     James Hayes began teaching at CSUN last fall after completing his PhD last summer.  He teaches courses in physical, envi 

                               (ballot continues on next page) 
 

 

 



(continued from page 7) 

 

ronmental, and conservation geography.  He also advises the Geography Council, CSUN’s student geography club.  His research  

interests include vegetation dynamics, disturbance ecology, remote sensing, and quantitative spatial analysis.   

New to California and eager to work in his new state, Jim began two projects in the Santa Monica Mountains examining valley 

oak population dynamics, and remote sensing of fire severity in chaparral and coastal sage scrub.  He likes to spend time hiking, 

camping, and driving with his spouse Beth, and son Joe.  
 

� � � � Greg Shaw – CSU Sacramento 

     BS, Georgia Institute of Technology; MS, CSU Sacramento; PhD, UC Davis 

     Greg Shaw is an assistant professor in the Department of Recreation, Parks and Tourism Administration, and approaches ge-

ography from a multi-disciplinary background that includes a Bachelor in Architecture, a Master’s in Recreation Administration 

and a Doctorate in Geography. Greg is also an undergraduate General Education advisor for the university. Greg holds an Asso-

ciate with the American Institute of Architects, and also has a multi-subject teaching credential, and had taught elementary 

school for nine years before becoming a professor. Tourism and geography are interrelated sciences, and Greg is committed to 

expanding geographical concepts to students of other disciplines. Greg’s research interests include several topics related to urban 

geography and tourism geography, including tourism and urban design, urban parks and open space, museums and tourism, ur-

ban wineries, and urban brownfields. Greg is looking forward to the opportunity to serve on the CGS Board.  
 

����    Jodi Titus – Irvine Valley College 

       BA, CSU Fullerton; MA, CSU Fullerton 

       Jodi has been a full-time instructor at IVC for four years. Her positive experiences attending CGS conferences and interest 

working with fellow geography instructors and students are the main reasons why she is running for a board position.  Her pro-

fessional interests include field study classes and developing a service learning program.  Born and raised in California, she has a 

love of learning about the state and teaches California geography every spring.  She looks forward to the opportunity to give 

back and serve on the CGS board. 
 

�   Write-In Candidate   

 

John E. Aubert, CGS Membership Coordinator 
Earth Sciences Department, American River College  
4700 College Oak Drive 
Sacramento, CA 95841-4286  

Return Service Requested 

REMINDER CGS MEMBERS: 

No conference registration material will be mailed.  It will be available EXCLUSIVELY ONLINE at 

www.calgeog.org by early March.  Also, see pg 7 for election ballot options and information. 


